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eA Warning and Teſtimony from the 
Lord, who-Liveth and Abideth 
forever, Cc. 


FRIENDS; 
| "F Ho is that happy Man or People, that are in ſuch 
a happy State and Condition to whom the 


that was 1 
ment and Tra 


Righte ; and for this Cauſe haye wan 
great and fair Houles and Buildings been left deſolate . 
A 3 u- 


4) 
Inhabitants, even for want off the Judgment of Truth being ex- 
ecuted within their Gates. . 

But confider ; could the Devil, or them that are Co-work- 
ers with him, get over this Hedge, which the Lord made 
about Feb, to touch him or any thing he had, until the Lord 
gave them leave, that ſo his Patience and Faith might be tryed 
and proved as Gold is tryed ina Furnace of Earth, and he come 
out more pure, as he himſelf ſaid on this wiſe, / know when I am 
tryed I ſhall come forth a4 Gold : and his moſt holy Faith and Pa- 
tience, . which the moſt holy and living Word was the Author 
and Finiſher of, might be found to the Glory and Praiſe of 
God, whoſe Kingdom and Dominion rules over all, and he him- 
ſelf our Firſt and our Laſt, before and above all in the Hearts 
and Souls of his People, might be God, bleſſed, admiredand 
praiſed in the midſt of that Houſe, whoſe Walk are Salvation 
World without end; as Solomon ſaith, To do Juſtice and Yudg- 
went is more acceptable to the Lord than Sacrifice : Such that neg- 
lect it I know may force themſelves to Sacrifice, like Saul in the 
Trangreſſion; but Samuel told him, It was 4 Fooliſh Sacrifice ; 
Behold, (ſaith he) to Obey is better than Sacrifice, and to do hue 
Will and Commandment than the Fat of Rams, or all theſe, which 
thou ſayeſt the People have brought to ſacrifice to the Lord m 
Ced in Gilgal : For, who keep not their own Hearts clean, a 
they do is unclean as to them; and therefore unto Cain's Offer- 
ing, nor the Hypocrites long Prayers and Praifes, which are out 
of the living Spirit, out of the clean thing, the Lord hath no re- 
gard; and this is one with the Apoſtle's words, which ſaith, To 
the Pure all things are Pure; and why ſo? becauſe it never leads 
into ny Sin or Impure Thing; all that is an Effect of Man's de- 

parting from the Living God, his going out, from His holy Will 
and Counſel, which everpurifies and keeps the Heart clean, and 
ſanctifies throughout. | c . 

But ſaith the Agoſtſe, To he Impure all things are impure; nay 
further, Whetever  not'of Faith, i Sig; the Prayer and the 
Ploughing, of the Wicked'is Sin, becauſe their Hand is hot to 

God's Plow, which ſhould pl up the Fallow and 
Ground of their Hearts, that ſo the Plant and Lilly of — 
might 
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might grow, and the Man-child whoſe Name is the Branch 
might grow and ſpring up upon the holy Hill of Sion to Reign 
before the Ancients ny „Which is his right and place, the 
Father who is greater then all hath allotted him, and into whoſe 
Hand he muſt deliver his Kingdom, that he may be ſeen and 
kno vn to be all in all, and that all the various Miniftrations and di- 
verſities 6f Gifts he hath given to men, be effects of his good- 
nefs, for the pet fecting of the Saints untill we come to this holy 
fulneſs., which is all ingll in his holy People, who by him for his 
greai Mercy ſake, wherewith and wherein he loved us when we 
were Enemies, hath and doth waſh from all Sin; and fo in that 
that is without Spot or Putrefaction comes the Church to be 
cleanſed, and grelented to God without Spot or Wrinkle or any 
ſuch thing, in and through that which i+ all fair and altogether 
lovely,and hath no {pot in it: and you that know this you know tie 
Golden Altar & the hidden Manna ye cat of,and the holy Incente, 
in which the Lord ſmells a ſweet Savour; and the holy and pure 
Hand of the holy and pure Angel,through which it aſcends to the 
holy Lord God, as did the holy Apoſtle, Offerings which the 
Unholy and Sinners in Heart have no right unto; and this Altar 
muſt be known in the Heart of hi: Kings and Prieſts, and they do 
know that this holy A'tar is raiſed through the true Fear & Awe, 
and inthe Name of the Lord; Fer they that Fear (as faith the 
Prophet (which Fear is todepart from Evil) their Heart ſhal be 
enlarged, and their Underſtandings ſhall be opened; ti eir Ear 
and their Eye that was ſhut, and cloſed up a« within a Cloud of 
Darkneſs (hall be opened, becauſe the Abundance of the Sea 
ſhall be converted to them; for they be come to that one, in 
which God reconciles all things to himſelf, whether they be 
things in Heaven or things in Earth; and bleſſed are they of the 
Lord God that made Heaven and Earth that read and underſtand, 
& wait to witneſs in a daily Croſꝭ to ſelf theſe things; for they are 
the Redeemed and the Bleſſed of the Lord, and their holy Off- 
ſpring with them: And my Heart is overcome with the Good- 
neſs and tender Mercies of the Lord, in which I ſend this Epiſtle 
abroad, but more chiefly to all you who be found in the Spirit of 
Oppolition, and Gain-ſaying the Order of the Power, and ao 
things 
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things which be no other but Effects and Branches thereof, atid 
the good Order which is in the God of Order, and the 2 
which be Lovely, and of a good Report, and which have Praiſe 
and Virture in them; and be good before the Lord, and before 
his Saints, yea, and before all ſober People. My Deſires to you 
all, in the Love of our Lord Jcfus Chriſt (even you who be not 
Violently Willkul, reſolving to go on, becauſe you have begun) 
to refrain your ſelves from this evil Work, and turm to the Lord, 
from whom indeed you have ſwarved aſide, and turned your 
back, as did the men of Epbraim in Battel, who kept not the 
Covenant of God, but dealt falſly with that which ſhould have 
made them ſtroage and wile, and given them counſel how to 
order the Battle; for the Trumpet alwayes gives an uncertain 
Sound, where the Covenant of God is not kept. 

I do deſire you to come Cown out of your own Wiſdom, 
Thoughts, and Reaſonings out of the Houſe of your Imaginary, 
wherein ye by ſearching can never find out God, nor the things 
of God, as in him and his People they are: Oh! come into a 
petſect ſtllneſs of Mind, and be not as the Horſe and Mule wiik- 
out the good Underſtanding ; and humble your ſelves uncer the 
mighty Hind of God, who would not the Death of any that 
dye in their Sin, but rather they would turn, and that Iniquity 
might not be their Ruin; and wait upon him in the Singlenels of 
Heart, which cannot be done by you, but as ye take up a Croſs 
daily, which will Humble Self, and make it of no Reputation, 
as did Chrift Jeſus, and then will the living Father hear you, and 
in things you know not he will teach you; and as he ſhews you 
that ye have done foo'iſhly, do fo no more; your own Souls 
good is concerned in it: I ſpeał as one that ſecks your good, and 
will not do nor take that Evil Way which ſome of you have done 
to me, whoſe Tongues have de viſed Exil, like a ſharp Raſour, 
ſpeaking deceitfully ; for I fay, Wo to me, and all that can re- 
joyce to fee their Enemy fall, or tread upon him when he is 
down, that vaunteth himſelf, and is puffed up at the Sin 6f 
others, and'moutnerh not rather for ſuch that have fined, that 
God 2 them Repehrance ta the atknowledging of the 
Truth, and that doth not in the midſt of Judgment 1 

ercy 3 
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Mercy; and that rather Loving tunes bom the Lord may 
over-thadow ſuch: And ſeveral of you being Aged men, ba- 
ving done and ſuffered much on the Lord's Account, I would not 
have yon to lofe that full Reward that is in God, or have your 
good Deeds blotted out before him; for you know, in the 

we Sin, Death will enter, and Darkneſs will darken the Under» 
Randing; and who can ſee the Lord, when our own Sins hide 
his face fromus? But that you =_y come to dye the Death of 
the Righteous, and that your Laft End may be libe unto his, 
that when you come to receive the Sentence of Death, as did 
Hezekjah from the Spirit of God in the Prophet, you may then 
ſay with him (and not Lye) Lord, thou knoweſt hom I have walk. 
ed before thee with a Perfeft Hears, and have done that which is 
right in thy Sight This is my carneſt Deſire and fervent Prayer 
to the Lord for you; for my Heart Lamenteth, and a breaking 
Pity there is in the Bowels of my God towards ſuch that have 
once taſted how good the Lord is, that they ſhould turn out of 
the Way of Peace into By-pathes and Crooked-wayes, where 
the Serpent is Leader and Teacher, who is a Teacher of Lyes, 
of Stande ring, falſe Accuſing and Back-biting ſuch as love the 
Lord and hold their Integrity, as if they were the worſt of men, 
and pope Apoftates ; whereby the. Way of God, and his 
Truth, which is a perfect Guide, and a Shield and Buckles comes 
to be blaſphemed.by your means, who are glad to take hold of 
looſe men to help you, to run them down whom God will build 
up; and to deſpiſe thoſe things as Idols, which are no other but 
effects as Branches and Leaves of the good Spirit of God; but 
alas © will not this Cover ng be ago narrow to hide you? Can you 
ſtretck your Eee Upon this Bed long, where ye lie at eaſe above 
the Witneſs of God'? not regarding, the Afﬀtlitions of Foſeph, 
nor the Sighing of the Poer, nor the Cry of the Needy but are 
become one with that Spirit, which makeyit to.Co7.490:Gighin 


ſ ir | or 
F 


? Rich and Wile, and ſay; you. Jee, t00-like thele far and ful 
Gurt, whom the Prophet loo | he Lend neu 
feed with Jolene, wh deep Waters, as 
many of you bare done,, but now 0 
| | * 
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feet ; and have eat of the fat Paſtures, but be treading down the 
Reſidue thereof with your feet ; but Wo be to you that be filled 
after this Manner, to kick againſt him that ſed you, that have 
any thing in your Heavens, but the living and true God, or in the 
Earth that ye have deſired, or {ct up in your Hearts in compari- 
ſon with him: Ye have played the Prodigals part with your Por- 
tion, and be gone out from that living Root and Spring, that firtt 
divided to you goodly Talents, that for the Lord, and not for 
Self, ye ſhould have improved: I fay, out vi Humility, and 
that living Fear and Dread of God, that was at fi; {t in the Heart, 
be many gone, who be wiſe and h:nourable, but not in the true 
Wilcom nor Honour, to whom the Apoſt'e ſpok- in his day; 
Te are Honourable, but we are Cuntemptible and Deſpiſed; ye reign 
as Kings (even above the true King) without t I wonldto God 
ye did reign, that we might reign with on; and to whom Chriſt 
ſpoke when he wept over Feruſalim, where great and mighty 
Works had been done by him, and in whom great Salvation,was 
wrought for the poor of the Flock, and for the weak and diſeaſed, 
who law a true need of a 2 and ſaw their Sickneſs and 
Sore, their Bruiſes and putrified Wounds, which could not be 


bound up nor hea'ed by another hand than'the Lord's, which is 


aſo;-who 
mer), 


in Righteo 6 
iphteous Spirits of men, by whom the Man of | 
hath been acijuainted with Grief, hath deeply ſuffered; and doth 


fil} ſuffer in their mortal Bodies, who know and love him, and 
be 
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befilling u e of Chriſt, that are yet behind, for his 
Bodies ke, the Church. - 

And this I ſay, for the Encouragement of all who love Juſtice 
and Equity, to ſee it run down our Streets, to ſweep away all 
that's looſe and filthy, and to make clean and white, even as a 
Flock of Sheep newly come up from the Waſhing ;, you that have 
lvffered, or do yet ſuffer for Righteouſneſs fake by Unruly and 
Unrcaſonable men, who hold not the Head, nor the Myftery of 
his Faith in a pure Coalcience ; be ye not afraid of their Revilings 
which comes on you, by ſuch as are turning back again into 
e-£gypt in their Hearts, and making themſelves By and Crooked 
Pathes, and a wider Way to dwell in, than that which the pure 
God owneth, or giveth or walks with his People in,to their great 
Joy and his own Glory; who be the men that have Eyes and ſee 
not, as God ſees (who hath not Eyes /of Fleſh, nor ſees not as 
Man ſees) that cauſe the Juſt and Innocent to ſuffer by their 
Slanderous and Reproachful Tongues, who are not afraid to 
ſpeak Evil of Dignities, and Diſhonour them, (as Chriſt ſaid 
tothe Jews, whom bu Heavenly Father did Henour:) | ſay, as 
any ones Sufferings abound by theſe 'men, who are againſt Ju- 
ſtice and Equity, and * good Orders, and fo againſt our 
God of Order, ſo ſhall your Conſolation abound, and your 
Comforts be renewed, as the Morning upon the Mountains; fo 
that you will not be weary nor faint in your Minds, whilſt the 
Eye is to the Lord only, neicher ſhall this heavy Work of yours 

which be doing Gods Work diligently ) become a burden too 

eavy for you to bear, - becauſe of the Hand that helps, and the 
Everlaſting Arm that is underneath all, to ſuſtain. and uphold all 
that love him, and dare not he negligent in the Work of God's 
Houſe and Vineyard for their Lord and Maſters fake, who is 
calling all out of the Idle tate, to be workers together with him 
therein, and Counſellors with him, who is theFixſkand the Laſt, the 
only Potentate, the Wonderful Counſellor e the Everlaſting Fa- 
ther, and Kang of all our, Peace, which Ii. one of his txue 
Subjects oug t to ſee diligently kept in his Church, hich is hie 
Houſe. But as for the Weeds, Thorns and Bryars, which; as 
David ſaith, be the Sons of 8 and which I ſay be Co- 


workers 
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workers with their Prince of Darkneſs, who in alt Ages Rand: 
ready as.a Red Dragon, filed with Wrath againſt the Ru'e and 
Government of the Man. Child, whoſe Right it is to Rule; and 
he ſhall Rule for evermore, when the Wicked, our Enemies ſhall 
be brought under; they ſhall be caught in their own Pit they 
have digged for the Innocent, and intheir own Net which they 
have privily laid for others, ſhall they be taken, and they ſhall 
be ſilent in Darkness. 

But if theſe things grow up amongſt us, how will the Wayes 
and Walks be prepared and caſt up, in which the Lord delights 
to dwell and walk with his People? Doth not he walk in the 
midſt of the Golden Candleſticks? And is it not through the 
Golden Pipes that the holy Oyl runs from God, and empties it 
ſelf into the Souls of all ſuch that love God's Charge, ſo as to keep 
it, which is to judge his Houſe, that they may be with him on 
his Throne,who is the chief Judge, judging with him and with his 
Spirit of Judgment, which is a free Gift from him, which he 
hath promiſed to give to them that ſig in Judgment, and walk by 
the way of his Righteous Judgments, and ſuch as be of A/oſe;'s 
Mind, of Pass Mind, and of David's Mind, that the Righ- 
teous Judge in Iſracl he hath ſaid, He wil never leave thers nor 
forſake them : Hearken what a pure Mind was in all theſe three 
men for Juftice and Judgment; the Subſtance of their Words I 

ſhall hereafter inſert for your ſakes, who have either loſt your 
Zeal for Juſtice, or that be climbed up above the Door, the incek 
Spirit, into God's Houſe to tread his Courts, to offer your vain 
Oblations, to ſtop Juſtice and Judgment from running down as a 
River, even as Cerab and his Company, with their Cenſers, their 
Incenſe and Offerings with an intent to withſtand the holy Spirit 
and holy Offering in the holy Men, Aleſes and Aaron; this is 
ſeveral of your States and Conditions, as before the Lord, whe 
hath ſh-wed it me, and that ſearches me, and ſees my end in 
writing to be your Salvation, and- Deliverance out of your own 
Net and Pit; and what are ſuch better than Balsam, who had 


ſeen the Viſion of God, and had his holy Will and. Counſel re- 


vealed to him, That God was not minded to Curſe, but to Bleff 
Hrae l bis People altogether ;, and yet after this he would fain wn 
Cur 
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Curſed thenifor a Self-end, even for the Rewards ſake' of Un- 
righteouſneſs, which Belock King of Ado ab, and Confederate with 
Amelcch, another Unrighteous People had promiſed to give him, 
and to promote him to very great Honour,if he would come and 
Curſe but the uttermoſt of Iſrael. | 

So Balaam went into the Error (as Peter faith of him) when 
he went to ask Counſel of God for a Wicked End, whom the 
Lord anfwer'd according to the Idol he had ſet up, & bid him, Go, 
but his Way was pervesſe before the Lord, and his Heart not 
right in his fight, who knows and ſees full-well what is in the 
Darkuefs of man's Heart; but the Dumb Aſs ſpeaking with 
Man's Voice told the Prophet of his Madneſs, and yet he would 
go from place to place with his Offerings, with his Maſter B 
lack; for with Balaam he and his Promotion was eſteemed better 
than the Lord, his Counſel and People, juſt like Bas Prophets, 
who cryed Peace to the Wicked, at whoſe Table they did cat; 
and like too many of our Pariſh-Maſters and Prieſts, who ſpeak 
Peace even to all which put into their Mouthes, and agai 
the reft they prepare War, although with God in Jeſus Chriſt 
they be in Reſt and Peace: But Wo to them from the Lord that 
rejoyce the Wicked, and make the Heart of the Righteous (ad 


with their Lyes and Lightneſs, that be pufft up in their Fleſhly- 


Mind above the Fear of the Lord, where their Tongue is not 


' bridle), but what they liſt amoſt any can ſay; they can per · 


vert and wreſt words and things to gratiſie the Evil · doer, and to 
condemn the Innocent, aſthough it be to theis own Deſtruction, 
and to the darkening the Underftanding, till they be paſt 
feeling of the holy Spirit to lead them out of Darkneſs, the 
Lm of the Shadow of Death, where the Firſt-born of Death 
rules and reigns without any good order; and in this Coni uſion 
ſaying in Word, and gain-fayi inDeed, with Words as 
ſmooth a; Oyl, but War in the Hrart; of that and Spirit 
yeaicjoyned to and led by againſt the very Heart of God, and 
di. Light and Life which his People live with him in; and yet ean 
cry, Tes heve nothing but Love in your Hearts to all, when the 
Poyton is flimpout'befor= aguinſt the holy Child, and againſt his 
holy Gove and Order . dis Church, which all the Up- 

2 tight 
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_ in Heart delight-to ſee, and in which the Apoſtſe rejoyred* 
when he wrote to the Church after this manner, I am rejozced. 
greatly to behold your good Order, andthe Stedfaſtneſ of your Faith 
tn Chriſt Jeſu. And again, he faith in another place, Now we 
live, if you ſtand faſt : And what muſt they ſtand in, but even in 
that holy Liberty which God (who is not a God of. Confuſion, 
but of Order) gave them, which is but one, ard of one Mind 
in all, and all that be led by it, and ſtand in its Counlel, they be 
by it made of one Mind, Heart and Soul, there is no Diviſion 


nor Rent amongſt them; for they all be for Chriſt their 


Head, who purely put on and keep within this holy Veſture 
and Garment, although ten thouſand times ten thouland toge- 
ther, this Holy Order that is in the Power being obterved, we 
have all but one Spirit, the Author of our Faith and of our. 
Hope, which is but one, and ſtands in one, and makes all ot one 


Heart and Mind, having all things common, where we all ſpeak 


one and thc tne thing, where we all ſeck the things that be je- 
ſus Chrift's, and not our own; theſe ſhall not hit each other, 
nor break their Ranks; nos fall before their Enemy when he 
fhoots ſore at them, that they might fall ang never riſe again; 
but they that put on this holy Garment, muſt be girt about with 
Righteouſneſs alſo, and out of the Armoury. of God, which is 
duilt as the holy Tower of Devid, where be the Shields of thou- 
lands of holy Men and Women, which they wore and put on in 
their time ol War and Diſtreſs; but when the War was ended, 
and Peace with God proclaimed over their Enemies, the World 
and the Devil, then they laid them down there again, giving, 
Slory to God and the Lamb, whoſe Weapons they were, cry- 
ing, Thou and tho Lamb are worthy to bave the P . the He- 
nour of all eur Salvation and Deliver ance now and forever and ever. 

And ſo I come to re- mind you of thoſe Scriptures which ſome 
in their Darkneſs ſay I ſlight, that ye may ſee whether you be 
in the ſame Love thoſe holy and true men were in, or in that 


Love that, is of the Spirit. of this World, that's Enmity with | 
God; for they ſaid, even Pau and Moſes, Then not hate 
thy Brother in thy Heart, nor ſuffer Sin to lis upon kim ; but tha 
ſhalt in any wiſe rebuks thy Brother. and this is the Love which. 


the 
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the Lord owneth, and which he himſelf is the Author and Root 
of, which hates the Evil, and loves the Good, and loves to ſee 


ir exalted in Righteouſneſs and in Judgment, over all Deceit of 


Men, that be Cunning and Crafty, inventing Wayes to hold the 
Truth in Unrighteouſneſd, and to prefs into the Kingdom and 
holy Inheritance among the Saints in Light, but * not 
known the holy, equal and juſt Law of God fulfilled in them, 
which fits and makes meet to inherit it. 

And Paul ſaith. who was a man that dyed daily to the Love, 
the Friendſhip and F iſhions of this Evil World, through the Re- 
joycing he had in Chriſt Jeſus, the true Light (te had Power to 
do this) and to teſtific what manner of Love the Love of God 
wa"; and ſaid, Let Lore be without Diſſimulation;, abhbor that 
which ts Evil: or as Peter ſaith, Hating the G arment ſpotted of the 
Fleſh. 

750 now hear ſome of the Sayings of David, who hearkned 
to the Lord, ant! to his words, which were pure words, to his 
Precepts and Statutes, which were Life to his Soul, and rejoyced 
his H-art greatly; nay, faith he, / rock the Teſtimonies of the 
Lord for my Heritage in the Houſe of my Pilgrimage, and all thy 
Precepts were before me; and I did not put away thy Righteom Judę- 
wents from me : more are they te bedefoed (by me) than Gold, yea, 
than much fine Gold: and at Midmght will I ariſe to praiſi the 
Lord, for hu Righteous 7 ndgments ; for Sion's Children, which be 
God's Children, they be ſaved through Judgment and Righteonſ- 
neſs. So you may lee who be turning Judgment backward with 
your ſeigned Love and Pity, like old Ely to his Sons, whilſt they 
were in the Tranſgreſſion, whilſt he that made them would net 
have Mercy on them; and he tharformed them from the Womb 
as it were, to be his Servants, and to wear an Ephod and a holy 
Prieft's Garment before him; but ſeeing his Covenant was bro- 
ken by them, and the Sacrifices kicked at, which he appointed in 
his Habitation, therefore would he ſhew them no Favour, but 
judged them and their Father's Houſe forever. « > 

But how did this goed man ere ſearch- 
ed and tryed by the Lord! he was aftaid of his Wayes, like 7 ob, 
leſt there de any Iniquity in him, bid in his Heart as — _ 

orice 
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Morſel, and leſt he had not a true Reſpect and Regard to all God's 
Commandments,which he laid were pure, and gaus Light 4 @ — 
C& Lenthorn to his Underſtanding, & to the making Wiſe of the Sins- 
ple. And I do beſeech you all, who ſay, Tes are led by the ſame Spirit, 
to conſider whether the ſame Fruit be brought forth by you in this 
reſpect, or whether you love it in its Roet and Bud dings forth ; 
or whether the other thing that's contrary be not budded, even 
whether Pride be not budded and broken forth into a Rod of vi- 
olence, to {mite the Innocent with, who in true Love dare 
judge nothing in you but the Bad. | 
1 will ſing of Mercy and Judgment, unto thee O Lord will I fing ; 
pal. 101 will behave my ſelf wiſcly in a perfect Way :. O when 
wilttbes ceme unto m. I wil walk within my Houle 
With a per feſt Heart. 1 will ſet, no wicked thing of Belial before 
mine Eyes. I hate the Work of them that turn aſide ( from the J ath 
of Uprightneſ) it ſha'l not cleave to me : — Heart ſhall de- 
pare from me. I will net Nu a wicked Perſon (& we all in ſo doing 
ſhall know the Heart of God a coming to us; for l am ſure if we 
open to him when he judges, he in Bowels of tender Mercy will 
open to us) Whoſe privily ſlandereth his Neighbour, him will 1 
ont off, Hin that nath a High Look and 4 Proud Heart, will / 
got ſuffer ; but mine Eyes ſuall he upon the Faithful of the Land, 
or perſalt in the Way, that they may dwell with me. He thas 
walks in this Way, he ſhalt ſerve me: be that werketh Deceit, fhall 
not dwell within my Henſe : be that telleth Lyes (hall not tarry in my 
Sight. (This was a right mind in David, and be not you'Wrong 
who be in any meaſure gratifying and giving eaſe to Lyin 
Slanderous Spitit.) I wia deſivoy al tbe Wicked of the Lax 
that I may cu off Wicked Deers from the City of G. 
Shai | hide from Abrabam that thing that I dp ? ſhall le not 
ſarely become 4 great Nation ? for I Nn him, that 
Seh. 18. he will cen wand hu: Cluldren and his Hauſluld after 
17. bins, and they ſy l kteprbe Way of the Lord 8e do 
Bice and —_— that the Lord wey bring wpon; Abra 
which he eben of hL „ 942 
Read what Atoſe, fait} of Levy; Let thy Urim 
Deut. 33. and thy Thummim „ 
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didſt prove at Maſſah, and (25 whom thou diaſt ſtrit e at the 
Waters of Meribab ; who ſaid unto bis Father and to bu Mother, 
I have not ſeen bim, neither did be acknowledge bis Brethren, nor 
know his ewn Children, for they. have obſerved thy Ward, and kepe 
thy Covenant. (So here we ſee, God and his Covenant was more 
than all Relations and Affection.) They ſhall teach Jacob thy 
Judgment and Urael thy Law; they ſpall put Incenſe before thee, 


' and whole burnt-Offerings upon thing Altar: Bleſs, Lord, his 


Subſtance, and accept the Mork af his: Hands, ſmite through the 


Leina of them that riſe againſt him, and of them that hate him, 


that they riſe not again. And conſidex alſo what the Lord laid of 
Judah, who was his Law- giver, Then art he whom thy Brethren 
ſhall Fraiſe ; thy Fathers Sons ſhall bow down to thee: And 
Auron was to bear the Iniquicy of the Children of Iſrael upon 
hi: Heart in the Breſt-· plate of Judgment before the Lord when 
he went into the holy Place: and they that be come unto Chriſt 
Jeſus, who is Judge in his own Houſe, and over hi; own Houſe 
in judgment: They that are one with him do know there is no 
ether way to bear Iniquity, but upon the Breſt-plate of Judg- 


ment. 

God ſpake to Moſes, ſaying, Phinchas, the Son 
of Klee, the Son of — the Prieſt, bath Numb. 25. 17. 
turned away my Wrath from the Children of Iſrael, while he was 
zealow for my ſake (in Excenting Judgment, Plal. 106.) and 
that was accounted unto bim for Righteouſneſs unto al Generations 
for ever more)wherefore ſay, Behold, I give unto him my Covenant of 
Peace, and be ſhal have it, and his Seed after him, even the Co- 
venant of an par mt, Prieſthood, becauſe he was zealous for 
his God, and made an Attonement for his . | 

And Friends, God loves to ſee Judgment ſtill; even the Judg- 
ment of his holy Spirit ſet vp in his Houſe and Church, as ever he 
did : And did not J aul loſe his Kingdom for want of Executing 
Judgment upon Ameleck, and Ely his Pricſthood, and his Family 
deſtroyed forever? - And did not the Lord make a Promiſe to 
Yehbu, That hi Children to the fourth Generation ſhould fit upon the 
Throne of \\{racl, becauſe he had done well in Executing the Judg- 
ment of the Lord upon the Houſe of Abab, who gave up him- 
ſelf todo Wickedly ? And 


1 (16) | 

And conſider that holy- minded man David, how fweet and 
pleaſant a thing it was to ſee Brethren dwell together in Unity; 
he ſaid, It was like to that precious Oyntment that was poured upon 
Aaron's Head, that had ſo ſwest and fragrant a ſmell; or like the 
Dew that deſcended upon the Atountains of Sion, where the Lord 
commanded his Bleſſings tven Life for evermore : And David knew 
where the hand of the Evil-docr was not cut off through Judg- 
ment, which was a hand of Falſhood and Deceit, which Chriſt 
ſaith doth offend, and muſt be cut off and caſt away; he knew 
this bleſſed Unity and Fellowſhip would ſoon he loſt. And lo, 
if thine Eye offend thee, blind it, and pluck it out, through Judg- 
ment, this muſt be done; For out of the Heart proceeds the E vil 
Eye, that hunts fr Miſchief, and watches for Iniquity; for thou 
wert better enter into Life, having one Eye, than having two to be 
caſt into Hell Fire. So all we that know the Lord, and defire to 
be true in H-art to him, we know he is a God of Judgment, and 
that it is through Judgment that Mercy oyer-ſhadows; and it is 
in that juſt and holySpirit which leadeth to confeſ, and forſake Sin 
thatpurgeth us & cleanſeth us from all Sin, and in which we have 
fcllowſhip with the Father and the Son, and one with another, to 
our great joy; its not in another thing, but in the true Light 
that leads out of all Darknefs we enjoy this. 

And I do deſire all that Love Cbriſt Jeſus, to love his daily 
Croſs that humbles down Sell into the Death; and take heed of 
that Spirit that would make it void and of none effe& in any 
thing; for that will cſtabliſh Iniquity by a Law; for have not l 
my ſelf, with many others, traverſed the Wayes of that Spirit 
that teaches bow to make the Croſs of our Lord void and of none 
effect, in thing: not to be blamed by any man, but him only that 
ſeeth the Heart, that hath not Eyes of Fleſh, nor ſeeth not as 
man ſees? But did Lever find Reſt or Peace there? which the 
Lord hath ſuffered ſometimes, that man might ſee himſelf to be 
nothing out of him, and alſo to magnific the Riches both of his 
Patience and Mercy, which the Veſſcls of Mercy have been a fit- 
ting for, to whom be the Glory Eternally, who out of all Names 
and Things is bringing and drawing the Minds and Spirits of his 
People to himſelf, and to that hely Name in his ne 

ace. 
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Place within his Walls of Salvation, that's better than a Name 


be done, can we be anſwered; this is that N55 and acceptable 


Fews prayed in that Mind and Spirit, but the Lory regarded 
0 


get nothing, becauſe ye ach ami; yeark, and receive not, be- 
me ye ack 75 Nee it upon Lale yg Che 
you wight lay the ſame ont upon 4285 Pleaſam, 50 40 Felice 
and his 1 Counſel, o Hand 

therein, for to ſuch I ſpeak in Tendernels of Heart, that 


for- 
-Death, 
ver to 


but not in all hex Wayes, art not Free | 


, 
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Fopintain of living Weters, they will be hewing to themſelves 
broken Cifterns ; as ſaith the Prophet, Curſed be the man thay 
truſteth in Man, or makes Fleſh his Arm, "whoſe Heart hath d:- 
parted from the living God. O foolifl Galatians ! ſaith Pa) 

Witth bewitched you, that ye ſhanld not obry the Truth ? Have 
yu begun iu tht Spirit andavher do jon think to be made PerfeT in 
the Fi Mere not they given up to believea Lying Spirit, 
who liked not to retain the Knowledge of the true Spirit? Oh! 
how many have deſired to bend the Lord in his Counſel, to ſerve 
themſelves; fie as Baldam did, who although he once knery 
that the Eord was pleaſed only to Bleß 1/rar! his people, and 
not to Curie them; yet for his Promotion lake, and Euſts ſake he 
wanld fain have done it; he went into Error when he went to ask 
 Counſtl' of God again about that matter, whoſe Madneſs and 
Fly ef ay which was perverſe before the Lord, the dumb 
A repro sos ſuch as be Convinced of the Lord's holy Way, 
who fovt it ſo as to walk in ĩt without an reſervation, he Obe- 
dient till the Death; and then will the good Spirit never be grie- 
ved, nor with-drawn ft om you; for ſaith the Lord, Wo be to you 
when I dip art from you; for about the Throne of God and the 
Lamb, which is for true Jud ment, be many Spirits, even now, 
28 7 9 75 of Aba; 3 they have now, as then, Commiſ- 
Tee them ro alt on them that wait not on the Lord with 
ap Tango Nd, and to he their Counſellors, who like not to 
retain God & his el,when he is once known; and this Spirit 
and their God, which they ſhall Curſe one 
as did the Rich and Full Man, who when 

have been comforted with a ſitt of 


ie the Poor man in Abrahau s, Boſom did enjoy, Put it 
ould not de de this is a Miniſtration of Juſtice 


om the Juſt Go and the Land, n ſuch that have know n the 
Lord, but have not fed reretdin him in their Knowledge, and 
ntiphteoulheſs, until their Temyſe and 

left and gatnifhed, came uin 
53and hete it bas happeved with rheny ac- 

ve Poser, The Dog 'aYerurhed to bir Ah 
at Wai waſhed to 


And 


- waltewing in the Aut. 
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And therefore its good that we afl take heed to bim he js 
that moſt ſure and living Word of all the Prephets, fo as te 
abide in it, then will it keep us in the hous of Temptation and 
Tryat: for ſome which Peter ſpake of, and the Author of that 
Epiſtle to the Hebrews ſpake of, who had taſked of the good 
Word of God and of the Power of the World to come, and 
v as clean eſcaped the Polutions of the World, through the true 
Knowledge of the Lord and Saviour, theſe were again intangled 
and overcome with Sin, to the ſeperating of their Souls ſrom God, 
and ſo their Laſt End was werſe than their Beginning ; for bet - 
ter had it been ſor us if we had not known the Way of the Lord, 
if after we have known it we turn from the holy Command meat 


for now i; God putting a difference between Cattel and Cattel, 


and between the Sheep and the Goats; and Wo to them that 
dig deep to hide their Counſel from the Lord, whoſe -work' is in 
the Dark; ſaying, No £yemay ſeethem. 80 conſider, ye: that 
be for a wide and cafie Way, that do the Work overly and 
ſlightly at home, ſo muſt you need do it abroad; they that pity 
not the good in themſelves, but can live at eaſe in the Fleſhabovre 
the Croſs of Chriſt which would mortiſſe the Deeds of the 
Fleſh, ſuch be apt to pity and take part with the bad in others 
and ſo the Root of Bitterneſs, which bears Call and Worms 
wood ſprings up apace to the defiling of many; for theis Vine is 
of the Vine of Sodom, and of the Fields of Goworrab ; their 
Grapes are Grapes of Gall, and their Cluſters are Bitter : And 
this is the Fruit of that Evil Root and Spirit that is riſen up in 
oppoſition to the Lord and his holy Will and Way this day, whe 
de in the Willfulneſs and Preſumptivh,callingthole things that he 
Good, Evil and Idols, and as Fereboaw's Calf, which be nothing 
elle but Effects of that good which is in the Power; and fuch be 
as the ſtrong Oaks of Baſhan, whom the Lord with his ſtormy 
Wind and Tempeſt will break to pieces, and come upon them, 
as upon Morter, and as the Potter hen he treadethi Clay, and 
then ſhall ye know ye have ſinned againſt the Lord in with · ſtand- 
ing and flardering his Servants as fps/Fares,and fo your: Wells will 
be without Water, and your Cloudes without Rain from the 
Lord; your Root will be dried up from beneath, and your 

C 3 flouriſhing 
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flouriſhing Branches which be but in the mix ture, and not truly 
grafted inte the living Vine, they ſhall wither ; you ſhall be as 
when a Hungry man dreameth he eats, but when he awakes he is 
ſeill Hungry, and his Soul within him hath ſtill Appetite; or as 
when a Thirſty man dreameth he drinks, but whenhe awakes he 
is Nil Thirſty ; ſo ſhall _ all de, whatever they have 
known or ſcen, that fight againſt Mount Sor; for Corab and his 
Company, who cryed, Are not all the Lord's People Holy, eve 

one of them? Wherefore then do ye, Moſes and Aaron, take ſo 
much upon you, "as to lift up your ſelves above the Congregation of 
the Lord? Theſe were famous men, men of Renown in the 
Congregation; and it was themſelves that loved to have the Pre- 
heminence, which they charged upon that Meck man whom God 
honoured, and they were uſurping the Priefthood which the 
Eord had given to Aron : Theſe men, I ſay, doubtleſs had ſeen 
great things, and were men of Underſtanding, which made 
them honourable' in the Eyes of the People; but they being 
puffed up in the fleſhly Mind, and having darkned themſelves 
with Nolial's Spirit, who is a King over all the Children of Pride, 
they faid to Moſes, Wilt thou put out the Eyes of this People? 
and charged him as a Lyar in the face of the Congregation, with- 
out all fear of God in their Hearts: Moreover, ſaid they, thou 
net brought us into a Land that floweth with Milk and Honey; 

y would fain have been there toſatisfie their Lufts with the 

good things thereof, whilſt they were unfit to partake of them. 
And as I was conſidering what would be the End of theſe men 
who obey not the Goſpel; whither will they lead their Follow- 
ers, who have not the Lord to lead them, but even into the Pit 
and Ditch of Darkneſs and Miery Places!- out of which the 
Lord in his manifold Mercies hath plucked our feet ; for they be 
not for Juſtice, that they eſteem harſh and bitter like Worm- 
wood: And theſe words came freſh into me from the Lord to 
fend amongſt you; This 5s People Robbed and Spoiled ;, they are 
ſuared in Holes, and ſhut up in Priſon- Houſes ; they are for « 
Prey, and none ſaith Reftore for 4 Spoile; and they themſelues do 
ast ſay, Deliver: And againſt ſuch the Teſtimony. of ny is. 
| ö b 
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But as for ſuch who mean well, and ſot bear the doing of 
things, becauſe they ſee them not, and be kept ſimple in their 
Minds, out of the Emnity, the Lord will teach ſuch, and guide 
them in the way he would have them to go, and to ſuch (God 
he knows) my Heart is tender; I judge them not, but leave 
them to the God of Mercy and Judgment. 

And let none be content with Sights or Viſions of God only, 
for Judas, Saul and Balaam and mariy others had that, whole 
Hearts and Ears were net Circumciſed, nor right before the 
Lord; for man may ſee great things whilſt himſelt is yet afar off 
fromhim who is the Root and Giver of all good, as Paul laith, 
1 Cer. 13. 1. Theugh 1 underſtood all Myſteries, though / have 
the Gift of Prophecy, though I have alt Faith, ſothat I could re- 
move Mountains, though I ſpake with the Tongue of men and 
Angels, and have net Charity, I am but az 4 ſounding Braſs and 
tinkling Cimbal, being out of that more Excellent Way ; read Ezek. 
16. alſo, being not ſubjected down thercunto, in the daily Croſe, 
with that that comes there - from, Man will ſoon be puffed up 
as a Bubble, and become as a wandring Star from his own Sta- 
tion and Order; for man being not ſubjefted down into the true 
Love, to the Giver, he will vaunt himſelf, as if he bore the 
Root, or had ſomething which he had not received; and fo play 
the Prodigal until Want and Famine comes upon him: And 
here is the great Idolatry and ſpiritual Whoredom when People 
run out with God's Gift to Sacrifice upon the Mountains, witt- 
out the Leadings and Conduct of the great Captain of Salvation 
whoſe — are alwayes in the living Path of Self-denyal, un · 
til downinto the Humility Self be humbled, and made of no Re- 
putation, and ſo is the Eye kept waking, and the living Kee 
and Shepherd, that never ſlumbers nor fleeps, comes to be Ken 
Eye to Eye; and the Eye that ſees him, is ſatisfied; and its Life 
and Clearneſs of Sight is in his Preſence; and all that work here 
and walk here, ſtumble not, neither do they labour in vain, or 
ſpend their Strength for nought; for they be Workers together 
with God, and be the Wile Builders, as Paul was; for the 
Lord is the Builder of the ſure Houſe and City, which hath the 


Everlaſting Foundations, which Feb» the beloved Diſciple gives 
a 
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aR:lation of, when he was in the Holy Spirit of Self-denyal on 
the Lord's Day, where Chriſt was his Root and Off ſpring, his 
Firſt and his Laſt, who bid him, Fear not; JI am be that was 
dead, and an alive, and behold [ live for evermore;, and I have 
the Keys of Hell and Death. 

And I do deſire all that be newly convinced, that you keep 
vour living Thirſt an] Pantings after the living God alive in you, 
and be not ſati: ſied with any other thing beſides the lowing-forth 
of the ſincere Milk of the Word, and the go'ngs-forth of that 
River which parteth it ſelf into many Streams, from the ſpiritu- 
al Edu of God, to the watering of the Souls of the weary 
Followers and Flock of God; this is the ancient River, even 
that ancient River, the River of God, ani the Brook in the 
Way, which, Enoch and all the weary Travellers drank of, and 
ſo lifted up their Heads, and their Bow was renewed in their 
Hand, and their Arm was ftrengthned by the Arm of the 
Mighty God of acob; thence is the Shepherd the Stone of 
Iſrael, and the ſure Foundation for the Righteous to build upon 
throughout all Generations ; for they be not the Fool.{h Buil- 
ders, raiſing their Structure with Hay er Stubble, Silvet or Cold, 
or any ſuch thing; for they hear the Wo d and keep it, they 
know the Word and do it, and ſo be the Wile Builders, and ſo 
their holy Building and Houſe the Gatos of Hell cannot prevail 
againſt; So go not forth, nor journey not, hi ſt the Cloud is 
upon the Spiritual Tabernacle, until you ſee the Cloud remo- 
ved; and it going before you, to find you out a Reſting-Place; 
and as Foſhua ſaid to Iſrael of old concerning the Shadow of 
this Spiritual Ark, Joſhua 3. 4. fo may I ſay to you, Let there 
be 4 ſpace bet ween you and it, that you may know the Way you ſhould 
£0; for you have not paſſed this Way heretofors: and ſo the Fire in 
Sion, and the Furnace of the Lord in Feruſalem ye ſhall know to 
your Good and not Hurt, who love him above all, even to take 
away the Bad, which hath ſeperated the Soul from the chict 
Good; and when he whets his glittering Sword, and cauſes his 
holy Hanizotake hold on Vengeance, and when he layes his Ax 
to the Root of the Evil Tree to cut it down into this Conſuming 
Fire, if thou now be patient, and bear the Indignation ls — 

or 
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Lord for Sin, out of the Furnace will he bring thee as Gold, and 
nething ſhall be conſumed but that which cannot dwell with the 
Lord, nor aſcend into his Holy Hill; and here to pats through 
Death will be thy Life, thy Peverty Riches, and thy Lok thy 
exceeding Gain and great Reward; for thou ſha t fear the Lord 
and his Goodnels, and thy Heart ſhall be enlarged greatly, and 
lifred up in his holy Way, becauſe the abundance of the Sea 
ſhall be converted unto thee, the Glory of that goodly Moun- 
tain Lebanox, even ſo ſpiritually, wherein dwelt thy Enemy 
afore-time, ſhall be given to thee, with the Excellency; of Car- 
mei and Sharon. But now run not out with the Flaſhes that come 
as Lightning out of. the Eaſt into the Weſt; but keep den in 
Humility and Simplicity, and the Lord will teach the Simple, and 
the living Springs will he guide the Meck in Judgment. 

Oh Friends! it is the Humble that give the Glory te the 
God of. 7/rael'for a his Benefits, and that render back again 


When David was in the deep Poverty, crying unto the Lord, 
thendid he hear and help him, and ſhewed him great things (to 
wit) He the Angels of the Lord pitched their Tents about the 
Faarers of the 1 the Thouſands of Angels were bu 


Charriets, wherewith-he fought, and prevails forever againſt his 
Enemies, who touch und grieve his hidden Ones. 

And how did Jacob ſee the Hoſt of God's holy Angels, and 
God himſelf calling and ſpeaking to him out of Heaven, in the 
Day of his great Diſtreſs, when he wreſtled with him. and made 
Gupplication to him | | 

And when the Praphet's Servant in Dothan had the Eye of 
his Underſtanding opened, that is ſhut in the Proud and Haughty, 
then he ſaw the Mountain full of Horſes of Fire, and Charriots 
of Fire round abont Eliſha. | 

And the Apoſtle, whe from a good Experience exhorted fo 


much to Selſ debaſement and a Dying daily, he ſaid in that great 


Dingen by Sea that he was in, The Angel of the Lord whoſe he 
- we , 


I * 
* 2 
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wa, ſtood by him, to counſel _ comfort hin. And whenbefore 
Nero he was brought, no man ſtood by him but the Lord © 
and he ſtrengthned him, and he 'was delivered out of the Mouth 
of the Lyon. | | * 
Ando as thy Ear is open to the living Shepherd's Voice of 
Soul, and his Precepts and Statutes with the — by thee 
being obſerved, and not put away from thee nor An , thy 
Eye ſhall not be dim, but it ſhall be by the Lord held watching, 
HS be to — (= ee 9-5 
e il be pure, rejoycing thy Heart, apening thy 
Underſtanding, and him that 2 ſhalt ſee, and no Exil 
ſhall come nigh thy Dwelling, and as. Chriſt ſaid to them that 
kept era, they ſhould never ſee Death; but they being 
given up as a whole Burnt· Offering, into the holy Will, where 
is the holy Flames of Love, that many Waters canaot quench, 
they ſhall ſee Life and Immortality brought to light, and ſo 
come to be. clothe) upon with their Holy Houſe from Heaven, 
as the Unholy Houſe of the Wicked is broken down and de- 


H. W. 


